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         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) has secured $422,000 in the Agriculture and Rural Development Appropriations bill for the Safe Seafood Project at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. 

         Olver announced that the House Appropriations Committee has approved the funding for the seafood safety program. Olver is a member of the House Appropriation Committee and included the earmark in the House Agriculture and Rural Development Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2004. 

         "I commend the researchers at UMass who are developing ways to make seafood safer and helping to protect public health," Olver said. 

         The Safe Seafood Project at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst combines food microbiology, chemistry and computer models into a research system that examines issues of seafood safety. Through this research, the project develops strategies for the detection, control and eradication of the hazards associated with fish consumption. Researchers are also collecting, analyzing and interpreting data currently being collected by the seafood industry pursuant to Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) regulations.

         "By employing research that will assist government agencies in developing and evaluating science-based standards pertaining to seafood products, this investment could ultimately save money in inspection costs down the road," Olver said.

         Approval by the Appropriations Committee is a preliminary step toward final passage of the bill. The full House is expected to take up the bill sometime this month. A final House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation is due by Oct. 1, 2003, the beginning of fiscal year 2004.

         Last year, Olver secured $425,000 for the Safe Seafood Project.

         ###

         For more information, contact Fergus M. Clydesdale, head of the food science department at UMass, at 413-545-2275.
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